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AS YOU might have seen in last
Friday’s Daily Echo, I had to be cut out
of a car the previous week by Green
Watch at Fareham fire station.

Let me reassure you that I wasn’t
involved in an accident, but I was tak-
ing part in a course to educate young
people about the dangers of driving.

One part of the course requires five
volunteers to sit in a car while the 
firefighters go through their usual drill
when freeing someone involved in a
road accident.

The car was stabilised before they
then made sure that the passengers
were safe. Once they had removed the
glass from the car windows, they cut
through the door pillars and were able
to peel back the roof, just like opening
a can of sardines.

This was an exercise, so each volun-
teer was wearing protective clothing
and a helmet, and of course the car
was on four wheels in the yard at
Fareham fire station. In a real incident,
the car could have been on its side
halfway down a motorway embank-
ment with its occupants wearing jeans
and T-shirts. I have to say that, even 
in the controlled conditions of an 
exercise, being cut out was no fun and
I cannot imagine just how dreadful it
would be to be in a genuine incident.

Minimise the risk
The point of the course was to 

minimise the risk that anyone would
experience this for real. The talks by
the firefighters and the video clips
were hard-hitting. They force people to
confront the consequences of the
choices they make on the lives of 
others. What would happen to the
other occupants of the car if you
weren’t wearing a seat-belt? What are
the consequences of drink-driving? Is
there really a safe amount to drink
before driving? How long would it take
for the effects of a heavy night in the
pub to wear off? Is it really cool to
show off to your mates by driving
quickly?

Real stories demonstrated the cost of
the decisions. Young people hold ten
per cent of the driving licences issued
but cause 20 per cent of the accidents.
Every day, two young people die on the
roads. Add to that the number serious-
ly injured, scarred both mentally and
physically for life and you can see how
important the course is.

I think that Green Watch do a 
fantastic job in teaching young people
about the dangers of driving.

It was a shocking and powerful
morning and forced people to 
reappraise their views about driving.

By Fareham MP
Mark Hoban

WHO HAS THE REX FACTOR?         Vote next week!
THE Daily Echo’s search for the south’s prettiest pooches is
nearing its end and next Thursday and Friday we’ll be showing
all the entries and giving you the chance to vote for your
favourite. Whether they are perfect pedigrees or marvellous
mongrels, they are all in with a shout of being named top dog.

To enter, e-mail your pictures to picdesk@dailyecho.co.uk by
this Friday.

View all the dogs at
dailyecho.co.uk.

Rizzo owned
by Lisa and
Martin Lewis.

Cash owned
by Claire.

Georgie
owned by
M Jefferson.

Tinkerbell
owned by
Lisa Bull.

Cindy
owned by
Carol.

Bonnie owned by
Steve Rochester.

Sophie
owned by
the Thomas
family.

Lady
owned by
Diana
Watton.

LEFT:
Sadie
owned
by Stuart
Sinden.

RIGHT:
Molly
and Max
owned
by Jane
Hallman.
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Eco awards at schools

Solar switch-on
PUPILS at a Hampshire school gathered to
watch the big switch on as £20,000 of solar
panels were powered up.

The children at Locks Heath Infant School
watched as the 24 clean, green, photovoltaic
panels went live and started soaking up the
sun’s rays.

They will generate around 3,300 kWh of
electricity each year – enough to power a
computer for 33,000 hours or to make 180,000
cups of tea.

Deputy head teacher Sue Newbury said:
“We are already working hard to reduce the
school’s carbon footprint and switching on
these rooftop solar panels will instantly
boost our efforts.”

Christopher Morley, aged seven, said:
“Solar panels are really helpful to have
because they capture sunlight and change it
into electricity.”Locks Heath Infant School celebrates its solar panels. Picture by Malcolm Nethersole. Order no: 8877604

ENVIRONMENTALLY
minded youngsters
have won the top prize
in a competition to
come up with a plan
to transform an out-
side area of their
school.

The youngsters
belonging to Testwood
Sports College’s eco-
club beat off competi-
tion from more than a
hundred other schools
nationwide to win a
gold award.

Amongst those they
beat was nearby

Hounsdown School,
which received a
green award in the
final for its revived
entrance area.

Testwood pupils
drew up plans and
made a 3D model of
how they would like to
transform a patch of
land into an outdoor
classroom as part of
the Grounds for
Optimism competition.

Now they hope their
plans for the Totton
school will eventually
become a reality.

Above, Testwood College’s eco club with
the model.Picture by Joanna Mann. Order no: 8849413

Below, students at
Hounsdown School
celebrating their
green award in the
Grounds For
Optimism awards. 

Earth Medals
for eco-friendly
school pupils
WITH their wellies and their
green fingers, youngsters at one
Hampshire school are enjoying
blossoming success after being
honoured with a top award.

North Baddesley Junior
School’s green credentials has
won them a Countryside and
Design Award from the Campaign
to Protect Rural England (CPRE).

The school has been running
their Real Earth Force project,
which promotes a greener and
healthier way of life, that sees
the children awarded with an
Earth Medal when they leave.

Head teacher Susan Smith
said: “For some years now we
have developed our environmen-
tal understanding through this
project and it’s fantastic to see
all the children busy in the open
air, caring for their environment
and learning skills for their
future.”

Low Carbon Conference
YOUNGSTERS were
given a practical lesson
about climate change at
a special Winchester
conference.

They got to calculate
their carbon footprints,
play and see a veg-
etable-powered car in
action.

It was part of a Low
Carbon Conference
organised by pressure
group Winchester

Action on Climate
Change.

“It was very success-
ful and everyone
enjoyed it. There were
lots of crowds around
the vegetable-powered
car,” said a spokesman
for Peter Symonds
College, which hosted
the conference. “I’m
sure it will be the start
of lots of similar events
across the county.”

Alison Matthews of the CPRE presents a
Countryside and Design Award to pupils at
North Baddesley Junior School.

Echo picture by Chris Moorhouse. Order no: 8866611

Georgia Wright and pupils from The King’s
School in front of the vegetable-oil powered
car. Echo picture by Chris Moorhouse. Order no: 8881308

For
your regular
Greenwatchpages don’t forgetnext Wednesday’sDaily Echo

Powerful insight
into potential
driving dangers


