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Locks Heath Infant School celebrates its solar panels. Picture by Malcolm Nethersole. Order no: 8877604

Eco awards at schools

ENVIRONMENTALLY
minded youngsters
have won the top prize
in a competition to
come up with a plan
to transform an out-
side area of their

Hounsdown School,
which received a
green award in the
final for its revived
entrance area.
Testwood pupils
drew up plans and

Solar switch-on

PUPILS at a Hampshire school gathered to
watch the big switch on as £20,000 of solar
panels were powered up.

The children at Locks Heath Infant School
watched as the 24 clean, green, photovoltaic
panels went live and started soaking up the
sun’s rays.

They will generate around 3,300 kWh of
electricity each year - enough to power a
computer for 33,000 hours or to make 180,000
cups of tea.

Deputy head teacher Sue Newbury said:
“We are already working hard to reduce the
school’s carbon footprint and switching on
these rooftop solar panels will instantly
boost our efforts.”

Christopher Morley, aged seven, said:
“Solar panels are really helpful to have
because they capture sunlight and change it
into electricity.”

Below, students at
Hounsdown School
celebrating their
green award in the
Grounds For
Optimism awards.

school.

The youngsters
belonging to Testwood
Sports College’s eco-
club beat off competi-
tion from more than a
hundred other schools
nationwide to win a
gold award.

made a 3D model of
how they would like to
transform a patch of
land into an outdoor
classroom as part of
the Grounds for
Optimism competition.
Now they hope their

plans for the Totton

Amongst those they
beat was nearby

school will eventually
become a reality.

For

‘Earth Medals
for eco-friendly
‘school pupils

{ WITH their wellies and their

: green fingers, youngsters at one
: Hampshire school are enjoying

: blossoming success after being

: honoured with a top award.

i North Baddesley Junior

i School’s green credentials has

: won them a Countryside and

: Design Award from the Campaign
: to Protect Rural England (CPRE).
i The school has been running

: their Real Earth Force project,

: which promotes a greener and

i healthier way of life, that sees

: the children awarded with an

: Earth Medal when they leave.

i  Head teacher Susan Smith

: said: “For some years now we

: have developed our environmen-
¢ tal understanding through this
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i project and it’s fantastic to see

: all the children busy in the open
: air, caring for their environment
: and learning skills for their

¢ future.”

Alison Matthews of the CPRE presents a
Countryside and Design Award to pupils at

North Baddesley Junior School.
Echo picture by Chris Moorhouse. Order no: 8866611

Above, Testwood College’s eco club with
the model.Picture by Joanna Mann. Order no: 8849413
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Georgia Wright and pupils from The King’s
School in front of the vegetable-oil powered
car. Echo picture by Chris Moorhouse. Order no: 8881308

Low Garhon Gonference

YOUNGSTERS were
given a practical lesson
about climate change at
a special Winchester
conference.

They got to calculate
their carbon footprints,
play and see a veg-
etable-powered car in
action.

It was part of a Low

Carbon Conference
organised by pressure
group Winchester

Action Climate
Change.

“It was very success-
ful and everyone
enjoyed it. There were
lots of crowds around
the vegetable-powered
car,” said a spokesman
for Peter Symonds
College, which hosted
the conference. “I'm
sure it will be the start
of lots of similar events
across the county.”
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